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Sight-Seeing // Selini Halvadaki 
 
On the street Lundtoftegade in Copenhagen, the democratic rights are under 
threat by the recently approved ”Ghetto-law”. The question regarding who 
has the rights to define reality and which groups of minorities are kept on the 
outside in a democracy, is on display in Selini Halvadakis total installation 
Sight-Seeing, made for the seven monitors at Lundtoftegade. 
 
The text-based video work engages in a dialogue with New Classical 
architecture in Copenhagen and the images are reminiscent of the specific 
ways the story of European heritage is told. These stories are deeply 
intertwined in the representations we meet in art history, in museums as well 
as in architecture and archaeology. In other words, the historical foundation 
and the monumental experience through which we perceive collectivity. 
 
The images in Sight-Seeing primarily consist of surfaces, structures and 
close-up details of architecture and thus engages with Lundtoftegades own 
walls and structures. The viewer is therefore given the chance to reflect on 
what kind of architecture they are surrounded by. What is worthy of 
preservation and what should be demolished? The work poses the question: 
How can architecture be democratic? 
  
Are we interpreting ourselves incorrectly when we always follow the same 
paths of our pasts and does this make us lose sight of the potentiality of the 
details we overlook? 
 
In the narrative of Sight-Seeing, the viewer follows a tourist-group on a trip to 
Athens, Greece. The group visits a handful of well-known attractions as they 



begin to doubt what they are actually experiencing. They doubt the ways 
they are able to interact with what they are seeing. What is experience and 
what is learned experience? Are they able to change this experience? Are 
there other ways of seeing? 
  
”They sit down on a bench. After having seen the Parthenon. They feel that 
they have seen it all before. Collective déjà vu. What is experience? What is 
learned experience? They sit in silence. One of them thinks about the past as 
pre-packaged. As a “usable past”. She wonders how this past effects her? 
How it effects others? How are they collectively effected?" 
 
The work Sight-Seeing reflects on how we as Europeans relate to and view 
ourselves within our own cultural heritage as well as how we historically have 
reverse engineered our perception of antiquity and what this construction 
has meant for our collective self-perception. How do we hold several 
narratives at the same time?   
  
Opening Friday July 5th kl. 5pm-7pm. 
 
The exhibition is running until September 8th 2019 Thursday-Sunday 9am-
7pm 
 
Text: Søren-Emil Stenkjær Schütt / English translation: Tobias Corell 
 
Support by: Rådet for Visuel Kunst & Danish Arts Foundation.  
 

 

 


